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Greetings from your Board President:
Hello Fellow VQG Members!

Spring is in the air, flowers are blooming. I hope you are taking time to smell 
the roses (unless you struggle with allergies -then you may want to enjoy them 
from a distance) . 

This months sew day had special guests from Sew Powerful. It was amazing 
to spend time sewing with some of you and experience all the different ways 
you get into your sewing groove! A big thanks to all that helped make it 
happen and those who participated in making purses.

We have an interesting speaker coming to the April meeting. She is going to 
show us how quilting is cheaper than therapy. She will also be leading the 
Shenanigans class the following day. I’m looking forward to both. 

Our 2026 Opportunity Quilt will be making its first appearance at the April 
meeting. You won’t want to miss it, I hear it’s pretty spectacular. 

Cheree

2025 Show Pictures

Kim Buzolich took a lot of pictures at the show, including 

every quilt and description, challenge quilts and vendors and 

wants to share them with you all. Click on the link below to 

scroll through all the beauty that is within our 2025 Show. 

2025 Show Pictures

https://rolls.bublup.com/view/e37de311-ecdd-4e52-8e06-279dc19167cc


Programs Speakers & 
Upcoming Events  

Sew Days. Workshops and Classes
Rideout Conference Center

9:30 am to 4:00 pm unless otherwise noted

May 1 - Colleen Granger Class $40.00 - see more information below
June 26 - Kristin Echols Class - Quilt as You Go $40.00

    Upcoming General Meeting Speakers
April - Colleen Granger  “Quilting is Cheaper Than Therapy”
May - Member Demo Day
June - A Lesson in Every Quilt; Kristin Echols

Shenanigans
May 1, 2025 Class

Teacher: Colleen Granger
9:30 – 3:30  $40

Sign ups at the April Guild Meeting 
or contact Cathy Klaker 530-632-2689

Let’s go stripping with lots of colors! Shenanigans uses two flows of colors to make 
this great looking version of an Irish chain. Fussy cut squares provide for a more 
dramatic effect. The class focuses on accurate cutting, sewing, and pressing to nest 
seams for a smoother finished quilt. We will also discuss getting the most out of your 
fabric when fussy cutting. Four size options are available. This is a great one day 
class for all skill levels. The Irish chains in this pattern use 3 colors. Perfect for Three 
Part Harmony theme for next year’s quilt show!!

Learn the techniques to build and quilt your quilt one block/section at a time. 
This is a great technique for quilting larger quilts in smaller, manageable 
sections. We work on a small 4-block wall hanging in class to demonstrate 
the techniques for joining blocks, rows and borders. You will learn 
everything you need to complete your quilt during this class. We will also 
look at samples of larger quilts created with the quilt-as-you-go method, and 
patterns that can be adapted to the technique.  Instructor:   Kristin Echols
Fremont Rideout Conference Center    9:30 am – 4:00 pm   $40

Quilt As You Go
Technique Class
June 26, 2025



Country Living Quilt Show 
Viewer’s Choice  2025

Congratulations to this year’s Viewer’s Choice Award winners. These awards reflect 
the favorite quilts of the people who attended the show. It isn’t just workmanship that 
makes a quilt stand out to the viewers. It may also be overall impact, color, design, 
subject, technique or the story behind the quilt. Whatever the reasons, award winners 
should be proud that their quilt earned the votes to become a Viewer’s Choice Award 
Quilt.

1st Place  Kathleen Soga “Heart’s Journey – Child Loss” Entry #214

If you didn’t already read the story that goes with this quilt… you should.  Here it is: 
This quilt design came to me in a dream.  It’s the story of my grief journey following 
the death of my only child, my magnificent daughter, Chelsea Antoinette.  

The broken and rendered hearts represent a forever state of being after the passing of 
such a dear soul.  Sometimes my heart flipped upside down, sometimes it felt small or 
off center and most days I carried on with a patched-up heart.  Emotions are 
presented in this story quilt, as well as the adventures I embarked on in an effort to 
relieve my sorrow.  For some years it was like I was trying to infuse exhilarated 
feelings to mask the pain, as well as a means to honor the adventurous life we lived 
together.  

The linen fabrics used represent the rough state of grief.  The heart fabrics are 
reclaimed saris from India to represent motherhood.  I purposefully used unpolished 
fabrics and left in all the wrinkles, rends, mends and sags.  This quilt is not meant to 
be traditional or precise, but is meant to evoke the emotions of my grief journey.

2nd Place  Verlaine McCaslin “V’s Vintage Plates” Entry #48

As a new quilter and hand quilter, my antique collection of plates were my 
inspiration.  Adorned with hand applique, painting using Inktense Ink 
Pencils and beads and embroidery.  Then, using quilting stencils for 
inspiration, I created a unique border.

Delaina Watson was our featured quilter, and two of her quilts received 
viewer’s choice awards.

3rd Place   Delaina Watson “Hosta” la Vista, Baby Entry #10

4th Place  Delaina Watson “Infinity” Entry #16

5th Place  Lu Winslow “Animal Adventure” Entry #119



Quilt Show 2026
Three Part Harmony

UFO Sightings….
Greetings UFO Peeps, We only have a few more months before this year’s UFOs 
are done. Number 4 is due at the end of April. The new number for May will be 
Number 9. June is the last month for our UFO’s with the UFO pin given out in July. 
All UFOs have to be done by June 30th. The new year of UFOs starts in July. The 
numbers drawn so far:  1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, & 10 Any questions: here is Terrie 
Johnson’s email: tjohnsonaloha@gmail.com

                     Looking Ahead
                    Officer Elections

I am excited to be able to unveil the Three Part Harmony Opportunity Quilt at the April 
Guild Meeting. The making of this quilt came together in the most collaborative way. 
Thank you to our measuring, cutting and piecing team: Darlene Urbon, Eileen 
Milligan, Tammy Morrison, and Colleen Pelfrey. They gave up their Black Friday 
shopping day to create an assembly-line sew day. I am so thankful for the Master 
Applique team of Diana Tatro and Robin Asby. Ladies, your work is so precise and 
truly artful. Thank you for being a part of this project. Darlene’s vision for the quilting 
design has delivered outstanding results. The windsock and the front door table cloth 
are completed and ready for the show.  Thank you to Colleen who took that project 
on.  They coordinate beautifully with the quilt. See you at the April meeting. 

Sandra Torres
2026 Quilt Show Chair

The nominating committee is now working on nominations for the upcoming officer 
elections at the May meeting.  If you are interested in becoming an elected officer for 
the guild, please contact Cathy Klaker.

At the April meeting, the nominating committee will present a slate of persons running 
for offices, as well as call for any additional nominations from the floor.  At the May 
meeting membership will vote on officers for the upcoming year.  If there is more than 
one candidate for any position, paper ballots will be used and votes will be counted at 
the meeting.  Otherwise a voice vote for the entire slate of officers will be taken.  

There are several current officers willing to continue in their positions, but others are 
welcome to run as well.  The treasurer has served for two years and we need at least 
one candidate for treasurer.  

If you are interested in seeing what any of the elected offices entail, click this link.`

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nd6dbHzlw_6O9UFtiABCcrWLBM6wwWn8/view?usp=drive_link
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Community Service
I am happy to report that on April 10th we donated 73 quilts to Foster Care. It’s 
exciting to tell you all the members who have participate and made this giveaway 
possible.  We took pictures of all the quilts and will have them on a slide show at 
the Community Service table at the April meeting.  Thank you to everyone who 
made this possible. In addition, we gave 32 more quilts to Dialysis and the 
Cancer Center over the past months.  Here are some of the contributors. 

Thank you Helen Sousa, Janet Craver, Wanda Horn, Maria Anderson, Marsha 
Biggs, Susan Gates, Julie Brown, Rachel Ferris, Jan A Thompson, Verlaine 
McCaslin, Joan Sampson, Marilyn Hill, Barb Gilmore, Pat Smith, Carol Minetti, 
Leann Weldon, Dixie Hargrove, Tina Carpenter, Karen Litvinchuk, Delaina 
Watson, Barbara Smith, Gail Gilmore, Barb Gilmore and Terrie Johnson.  Thank 
you Everyone!

Diane Leighton, Keeper of the Goods

In the March newsletter, I wrote a short article about establishing a Welcome 
Team to help grow our quilt guild.  Only one member responded directly to that 
article.  Thank you, Barbara.  Perhaps the others were too tired from the quilt 
show to respond.  No worries.  I make my plea again. Please see my message 
below: 

Would You  Like  to  Join the Welcome Team? 
I had  a conversation with Christine Barnes (quilter, teacher and pattern maker) 
from Grass Valley and she told me that Pine Tree Quilt Guild has over 200 
members.  Christine attributes this increase in membership to the creation of a 
Welcome Team.  This Hospitality Team (that’s what they call it at Pine Tree 
Quilters Guild) helps new members learn about the guild, find friends and 
generally feel welcome.  I think it is a great way to connect with new people.

If you are interested in welcoming new members, talk to me and I will be happy 
to share my thoughts with you.   Diane Leighton     530 713-6152  Call or text

Not so Welcoming? 

Fat Chance
April Fat Chance theme is “April Showers” Search your stash for 
rainbows, rain drops, butterflies, flowers, bunnies, shades of blue, 
purple, bright colors and light green,. It sounds like a fun collection 
to win!!



Upcoming Quilt Shows 2025
Thank you Sharon Easter for putting this comprehensive list of shows 
together. If you are looking for a day trip destination, perhaps you would like 
to support these local quilt guild shows. Many of them, like ours, use their 
show as their major fundraiser to continue to wrap their community in love, 
one quilt at a time.  

Apr 26 American Sewing Guild, Fabric and notions sale
Orangevale Community Center, 6826 Hazel Ave, Orangevale, CA 
Sat only, 9-1

Apr 26-27 Pine Tree Quilt Guild, Nevada Co Fairgrounds
Grass Valley, CA - Sat and Sun 10-4

May 9 & 10  Roseville Quilters Guild, Jessup University
2121 University Avenue, Rocklin, CA - Fri 10-5; Sat 10-4

June 5-8 Quilters Sew-Ciety of Redding, Quilt Bash
Holiday Inn Convention Center, Redding, 
Open to all – reservations needed

Important stuff…
QGNQ have asked that we share their recent newsletter. Click on the link if you are 
interested.Quilt Guilds of the North Quarter

March Actuals

April Board Minutes

Guild Information and Advertising Rates

VQG Officers

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10sdiObuXyAfHrYeKlEMlPhBop0KvuEfC/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107413621848887592929&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RzcrfZ1yCXyl3jb1QVW8dwtkRcCfudVz/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H6rR0PypbG73cYHuxaHFj-ONo-ke6YBt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107413621848887592929&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fj9fDgsCEuPrkP5b5vNtSSzPeqsnONz9D3aulc44aZs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zD7hL2UY9vrTefVD1SAJNIpSQj07FrxMU8VRqGHEgCc/edit?usp=sharing
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Quilt judging went very well for this year’s show thanks to the tremendous amount of 
support I had.  We had only one small blip in that we couldn’t order ribbons.  This year 
we will order ribbons in the summer or fall for next year’s show.  We were able to place 
ribbons on all the ribbon winning quilts due to people recycling ribbons.  If you have 
ribbons you are willing to recycle, bring them to me at the next meeting and I will add 
them to our count before ordering for next year.  Also, we changed from ribbons to 
certificates for the Viewer’s Choice Awards.  If you got a certificate, but would prefer a 
ribbon, let me know and you can swap after we place our ribbon order.  Thanks to 
everyone for their support!  Eileen Milligan

From the Quilt Judging 
Coordinator

It’s Almost Fair 
Time!!!The Yuba-Sutter Fair is coming June 19-22, 2025.

Valley Quilt Guild helps to set up and take down the quilts and monitors the still exhibits 
in Franklin Hall during the fair in exchange for a substantial discount on the rental of the 
main hall for our quilt show. There will be sign up sheets at the April and May meetings 
to help with set up, take down, and table shifts during the fair. The table shifts are 
mostly sitting at the entry table, talking to people, selling raffle tickets and reminding 
people of the no food or drinks rule. Please sign up to help in one of these areas. 

Guild members are encouraged to enter a quilt in the fair and you can also enter the 
quilt block contest. The quilts created from last year’s blocks will be at the April meeting 
to view and to purchase raffle tickets. 

Quilts entered in the fair are judged by a professional judge. The blocks are judged by 
volunteers. It is more of “Viewer’s Choice” judging.  You can enter online or pick up an 
entry form at the office, or click on the link here:  Entry Form.

Entry deadline if May 23. Deliver of entries is on June 6 and 7 and you must pick up 
your items on June 23. 

Click on the link to take you to the relevant pages of the Competitive Still Exhibit 
manual. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lwwKTlfJfAzLoVpLW0OGspdxlirNdj8_/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aSIWXVv_dq83DzfRGvFiqWBms7lLKV78/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aSIWXVv_dq83DzfRGvFiqWBms7lLKV78/view?usp=drive_link
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Affiliate Members  
(click on the image - it links to the website)

Melissa & Mom Quilts
480-244-2490

Sew Exceptional
Services

Villa Rosa Designs
530-263-9212

Blue Heart Quilt Co. 
530-434-4489

We are truly grateful for the corporate 
sponsorship of these Amaz!n Growers. 
Thank you Sunsweet for all you do for VQG.

Linda Ballard & Co
530-547-3461

Friends Around the Block 
Quilt Shop 530-458-7467

Wild Cotton Longarm 
Services 530-751-5151

Sew Recherche
Cheree Onufer
530-210-4184

The guild website is accessible to all members. You will find member information, upcoming 
events and other useful information. In addition, the newsletter is posted on the website every 
month, under the member information tab. If you are having difficulty receiving the newsletter by 
email, it is always available to you on the website.

Website

http://www.melissaandmomquilts.com
http://www.melissaandmomquilts.com
https://sewexceptionalservices.com/
https://sewexceptionalservices.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WildCottonllc/
https://www.facebook.com/WildCottonllc/
https://villarosadesigns.com/
https://villarosadesigns.com/
https://www.letsquilt.com/
https://www.letsquilt.com/
https://www.friendsaroundtheblock.com/
https://www.friendsaroundtheblock.com/
https://www.sunsweet.com/
https://www.sunsweet.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WildCottonllc/
https://www.facebook.com/WildCottonllc/

